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‘fut as the Twig is bent, the Tree's inclin’d. 


Pope. 


PRESFANG HE variations which are perpetually 
FiO Gd Say making by Fafhion in the Habiliments 
; of the Fair Sex, very forcibly con- 
vince me, that Sclomon {poke with too 
much precipitation when he faid there 
was nothing new under the Sun: but 
I fuppofe Women, in that wife Monarch’s days, either 
had no inclination or no opportunity to appear during 
the circulation of four and twenty hours, in as many 
different Dreffes. By the Edi@s of all-powerful Fe/Jvon, 
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the Decrees of Nature are reverfed, and the Remon- 
ftrances of Reafon are cancelled: and her fair Vo- 
taries may expofe their Charms in what manner they 
pleafe, without dreading the prudent reprehenfions of 


Decorum. 


Drefs was originally intended for the prefervation of 
the Body, to fhelter it from the inclemencies of the 
Weather: to render it agreeable as well as beneficial, 
was an after-thought, and in this improved, and 
hourly improving Age, both Sexes unanimoufly agree 
to think more of Ornament than Ufe in the Choice of 


their Apparel. 


As I intend this Paper not only for the Entertain- 
ment, but for the Emolument of my fair Readers, to 
them chiefly fhall I addrefs the following Obfervations. 


Not a great while ago /ong Shades made their appear= 
ance, from whence foon afterwards hort ones {prung: 
thefe were fucceeded by the /ng Cardinal with pigeon-- 
holes, which was fucceeded by the J/apelled one, which 
was fucceeded by the szed-up one; and the Roman Mantk, 
of the Pompadour Hue, is now the Mantle moft adored: 
but I imagine it will be foon depofed by the Ruffian 
Furs. A female Acquaintance of mine told me yefter- 
day, that the Dutch Mantle would, next Spring, be the 
darling of every fine Lady in Town. —-The Gown, Cap, 
Ruflles, &e. &c. &c. &c. Xe. almoft daily pafs through 


innumerable Transformations. 


If you aik the Caufe of thefe Revolutions, and this 
Paffion for Mutability in female Minds: the Anfwer is 
{hort — an improper Education. 


The modern fine Lady of Quality initiates her Daugh- 
ter into all the Myfteries of the Toilet as foon as the 
can 
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can make her comprehend them, inftead of endeavour~ 
ing to inftruét her in all the valuable branches of do- 
meftic knowledge moft proper for a Woman to be 
acquainted with. And while fhe teaches her, with in- 
defatigable induftry, how to fet off her Perfon to the 
createft advantage, leaves her Mind totally uncultivated, 
or what is worfe, fills it only with Cards, Ribbons, 
Muffs, Tippets, and fuch kind of Furniture, and fuffers 
it to be over-run with the noxious Weeds of Pride, 
Vanity, and Self-Conceit. A Girl educated in this fa- 


fhionable Manner is a ridiculous Compofition. Such a 
Girl is Altimira. 


Altimira rifes about Noon, after having taken her 
Chocolate in bed, huddles on her Cloaths, and, if the 
Weather is tolerable, trips from Houfe to Houfe till fhe 
has picked up all the gay Girls and {mart young Fel- 
lows fhe can meet with, and then flies with them from 
Shop to Shop, runs over a million of pretty things, 
gives a vaft deal of trouble, makes a mon/lrous noife, 
giggles exceflively, and then hurries home to drefs for 
Dinner. Sometimes fhe diverts herfelf with her giddy 
Companions at an Auction, where fhe difcovers her 
Tafte in oriental Baubles, Chinefe Nick-nacks, Cockle- 
fhells and Butterflies. Sometimes fhe ftrolls with then 
to the Par, to laugh at all the awkward Wretches. 


If Garrick’s fweet Name graces her Play-Bill, away 
goes ‘fob to fecure Places: for fhe never mifies a Night, 
if fhe is able to bear the gentle up-and-down of a 
Chair, when the dear Creature is to be feen. — She is 
an excelient Stage Critic, and can tell you who pro- 
nounces a Speech with moft theatrical Judgment: but 
fhe is as deaf as an Adder to the pious Elocution of a 
Bracket. She paffes her Days and Nights in a conti- 
nual Round of Amufement; and if the happens to have 
an odd half hour upon her hands, flounces an apron, 


fancies 
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fancies a whim Habit for the Mafquerade, fchemes a 
Party for Brag, or careleily turns over the empty Pages 
of a modern Novel. 


The Wife of a petty Tradefinan too often imitates the 
Manners of the Lady of a’ Peer, and, by giving her 
Daughter a high-finifhed Education, infufes an improper 
Tafte into her, and fpoils her for the Sphere fhe was 
born to rollin.  Jdz/s is taught what Colour betft fuits her 
Complexion, what Looks are moft becoming, what Smiles 
moft alluring, what Motions moft enchanting, and what 
Airs moft inviting. She is perpetually told, that fhe is a 


fweet pretty figure, and will certainly make her fortune; 


that it is a difgrace, a fhocking thing to be feen working, 
like a Chamber-Maid, with a needle, or doing any fort 
of family-bufinefs.. She is fuffered to frequent Hops, 
Gardens, and Play-houfes, till her Perfon is too well 
known to attract the admiration fhe expects. The moft 
expenfive Pleafures, becaufe thofe only fhe is taught to 
reckon the moft polite, are diligently procured for her, 
and by being frequently procured, become neceflary to her 
Happinefs. While fhe is roving from Amufement to 
Amufement, with levity and unconcern, her Father whofe 
Trade is the only fupport of her extravagant Tafte, is 
perhaps feized by a Bailiff, or fnatched away by Death. 
Mifs then becomes fenfible of the Folly of her Parents, in 
educating her unfuitably to her ftation. She is abfolutely 
as unfit, as fhe is unwilling to be a Servant, and there- 
fore chufes rather to lead a life of Proftitution. 


As a Well-wifher to the fair Sex, I hold up the Mirror 
of Truth to them: I heartily wifh I may not hold it up 
in vain. Some of them, I hope, will reap many ad- 
vantages by treafuring up my admonitions in their hearts. 
Mothers, I hope, will be particularly ftudious to make 
their Daughters liften to the falutary Inftructions of Pru- 
dence, in the Morning of Life, and look upon the Edu- 


cation of them as a thing of the utmoft importance. — 
They 
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They fhould be extremely careful to guard them againft 
thofe Errors and Follies which are moft incidental to the 


Female Sex ; Vanity, fondnefs of Parade, Conquefts, and 
Diverfions. 


The feeds of Vanity cannot be rooted out of the Mind 
too foon: A Woman who is inclinable to have too high 
an opinion of her perfonal qualifications, fhould confider, 
that the moft fhowy Outfide will make a contemptible 
figure when it is altered and impaired by years, efpecially 
when it is contrafted with a young and blooming one, 
The fineft Face will fade: She, therefore, who is only 
folicitous to make the Beauties of her Face permanent, 
cannot expect to be fo long admired as the Woman who, 
confcious of the Precarioufnefs of perfonal Charms, ftudies 


to acquire a numerous train of intellectual accomplith- 
ments. 


Fondnefs of Parade, and an exceflive accuracy with re- 
gard to Drefs, are generally accompanied with fo much 
diffipation, and decoy a Woman into fo many foibles, that I 
think no Female, under their influence, can make a fhining 
figure on the World’s great Stage, or perform any part in 
Life with a fhining gracefulnefs. The bad effects of thefe 
Paffions are very numerous. — They make a Woman fhame- 
fully mifpend her leifure hours, fill her breaft with Envy 
and Jealoufy, put her thoughts continually into a Flutter, and 
by making her attentive to Trifles, hinder her from at- 
tending to Things of Importance. — Many Families have 
been thrown into the utmoft Confufion ; and many Fami- 
lics have been reduced to the utmoft Wretchednefs by thefe 
pernicious, mind-infecting Paffions. 


As to Diverfions, every Mother fhould T think indulge 
her Daughter a Tafte of them, and carry her to all Public 
Places, which are frequented by the Beau-monde, who 
affemble together in thefe places cither to fee, or to be 
feen, and aflociate for each.other’s Improvement or Amuf{e- 
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ment. This Tafte fhould be early encouraged, becaufe, by 
a morofe prohibition of thefe things, the appetite for 
them is whetted, but if you tolerate a Tafte for them you 
generally blunt it in a very fhort time. 


One of the earlieft Faculties which ought to be cultivated 
with Care, and corrected with Judgment in female Chil- 
dren, is the Imagination; becaufe it is there the Ideas are 
impreffled, by which their Tafte is formed, and by which 
their future conduct is in a great meafure determined ; the 
Ideas of Reétitude and Turpitude, Beauty and Deformity, 
Decency and Indecorum. She who is truly defirous of {ee- 
ing her Daughter appear in an amiable Light, will inform 
her betimes what is really winning and becoming, beautiful 
and attractive in perfonal decorations, and exterior orna- 
ments. She will endeavour to convince her, that there is 
a je ne frat guot in Drefs far fuperior to the richnefs of 
Cloathing, the glitter of Jewels, and the glare of Colours. 
She will tell her, that it lies rather in the adjuftment of 
the materials, than in the magnificence of the materials 
themfelves. She will tell her alfo how abfurd it is to be 
anxious about the outward form, and at the fame time 
difregardful- of that kind of Behaviour, which throws a 
Luftre apon every other Ornament, and which every Wo- 
man ought to regard as the peculiar Charm of her Sex. 


—This characteriftal Charm is DECENCY. 
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